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Spencer Tunick Photograph Enters 


The Cleveland Museum of Art’s Permanent Collection 
This Gift is First Tunick Photograph to Enter Collection 


CLEVELAND (Sept. 24, 2004) — The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) is pleased to announce 
Spencer Tunick’s (American, b. 1967) Ohio I (Museum of Contemporary Art Cleveland) 2004, a 
photograph featuring the greatest participation of volunteers in a North American installation 
documenting the live nude figure in a public space, will enter the permanent collection. 

The Museum of Contemporary Art Cleveland (MOCA) organized Tunick’s Cleveland installation 
on Sat., June 26, 2004 as well as the exhibition Spencer Tunick: Manmade and Natural (Jan. 23 — 
April 25, 2004) featuring a survey of his photographs created from earlier projects. Both the installation 
and show were generously supported by Nesnadny + Schwartz. 

Ohio I (Museum of Contemporary Art Cleveland) 2004 is among the very best works he has 
produced that showcases his creative and aesthetic talents to orchestrate and record a complex public 
installation. 

However, since MOCA is not a collecting Museum, the CMA acquired the work with the 
assistance of three MOCA trustees Timothy Callahan, Stewart Kohl, Mark Schwartz and their spouses. 
This photograph was taken in Cleveland, Ohio on Sat., June 26, 2004, when more than 2,700 volunteers 
from Northeast Ohio and the United States were positioned by Tunick along the East 9" Street Pier. 
Parallel to the Steamship William C. Mather Maritime Museum located on the left and the Rock n’ Roll 
Hall of Fame and Museum to the right of the photograph, a river of male and female bodies resembling 
cobblestones run the length of the Pier to the bottom of East 9" Street. This engaging large-scale color 


photograph (6 x 8-1/2-feet) beautifully depicts of Cleveland’s skyline bathed in early morning sunlight. 





Museum Director Katharine Lee Reid says, ““The Museum is pleased to be able to participate with 
MOCA in their project by providing a permanent home for this photograph. We appreciate the generosity 
of Timothy and Nancy Callahan, Stewart and Donna Kohl and Mark Schwartz and Bettina Katz. ” 

‘As our first work by Tunick, this gift is a welcomed addition to our contemporary photography 
collection and is an outstanding addition to our holdings of Cleveland-specific images,” said Curator of 
Photography Tom E. Hinson. 

Since 1992, Tunick has organized over 65 temporary site-related installations in public places 
worldwide. His environmental projects combine sculpture, performance and public art and often 


encompass dozens, hundreds or thousands of nude volunteers, grouped together in public spaces; he 


(more) 
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then takes photographs of the installations. His projects create an experience that is at once a challenge to 
culturally held views of nudity and privacy. Tunick’s installations are an opportunity to re-examine social, 
political and legal issues surrounding art in the public sphere. 

Born in Middletown, New York, Tunick currently lives in Brooklyn. His temporary site-related 
installations/performances include the Vienna Kunsthalle (1999), Spain (2001), XX V Bienal de Sao 
Paulo, Brazil (2002), Institut de Cultura, Barcelona (2003), The Saatchi Gallery (2003) and his first 
indoor performance at Site Santa Fe (2001). 

The photograph will go on view at CMA in the recent acquisitions gallery 102 after a public 
unveiling in December 2004. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council and the 
Institute of Museum and Library Services. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive Museums. Its 
permanent collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The Museum is 
a significant international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on 


the Museum, its holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit 


www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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